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Dear Leanne Liddle, 
 
 
 
I provide a submission in response to the Draft Northern Territory Aboriginal Justice 
Agreement (NTAJA). 
 
I write on behalf of the Central Australian Family Violence and Sexual Assault Network 
(CAFVSAN), a network of government agencies and NGOs incorporating the former Alice 
Springs Combined Local Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence Reduction Reference 
Group.  CAFVSAN’s primary objective is to work towards ensuring our community is free of 
domestic and family violence and sexual assault. 
 
 
CAFVSAN Submission 
 
Strategy 2. Expand community-based Aboriginal-led early intervention and youth 
diversion programs 
 
Negative intergenerational effects of on children of incarcerated parents 
 
Incarceration rates of Aboriginal persons are the highest in the country. The fastest growing 
prison cohort is Aboriginal women, many of whom are parents or carers. 
 
While we acknowledge there is Strategy 2 for Youth, it is our view that there is a gap in support 
programs specifically targeting youth whose parents, carers or grandparents are incarcerated 
and/or whose parents/guardians exit prison without sufficient support/accommodation being 
addressed. 
 
Many youths are often left without support or care while their carers are in a cycle of 
incarceration. This support could include transport and family friendly visitation.  
 
Furthermore, there is a lack of support for the families (often grandparents) who are trying to 
raise many children who have experienced traumatic events in the lead up to their parents' 
incarceration.  
 
Schools should be resourced to make education accessible during these times for students 
who have suffered a traumatic family experience. 
 
Without early intervention these children could very quickly become part of the Justice System. 
 
 
Recommendation: Evidenced-based holistic support for families and youth of 
incarcerated parents. 
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Holistic support for families including grandparents/carers including referral pathways for 
children when a parent is incarcerated. 
 
Holistic support provided through schools when a parent of a child is incarcerated i.e. 
counselling and one on one support. 
 
We do not support children being removed by Territory Families other than in a last resort, but 
Territory Families should work with families and children holistically through these difficult 
times and provide support so that they too do not continue the intergenerational trauma that 
is strongly prevalent within Aboriginal families and communities. 
 
Strategy 3 Review and reform relevant provisions in the Bail Act 
 
If there is to be a review of the presumptions against the Bail Act 1982 (NT) a risk assessment 
must take place as part of a bail assessment in all DFSV matters to ensure all safety concerns 
are addressed prior to an offender's release on bail. 
 
Strategy 10. Strengthen tailored and targeted case management for offenders 
 
That should be a co-ordinated approach to the provision of services when people exit prison. 
Every prisoner leaving the facility should have an exit plan in place for housing, training or 
other courses and services that may be required for the individual.   
 
Strategy 11. Expand Prison and Diversion Programs for Aboriginal Women 
 
The women’s prison in Alice Springs to be a separate facility from men’s prison. 
 
There should be a tailored approach to a facility for women who are alcohol and drug 
dependent, that accommodates children staying with them for their duration. 
 
An Alice Springs located rehabilitation service would improve the accessibility and 
effectiveness of treatment services for mothers and at the same time strengthen parenting 
skills. 
 
This would also allow for stronger links to other targeted services that may be required when 
transitioning from the program, for example housing and mental health.  
 
CAFVSAN is concerned how many Aboriginal young infants are removed and child protection 
orders put in place for women with alcohol and drug issues. The child protection system needs 
to be holistic and supportive of mothers and children.  
 
This may also include alternative safe accommodation for mums and bubs who are at risk of 
homelessness, domestic and family violence and at risk of having Territory Families removing 
the child. 
 
It is also not uncommon for Territory Families to say they do not have staffing to accommodate 
access times. The case management with Territory Families is currently slow and can take 
many months after rehabilitation to work towards reunification. We submit that this process 
contributes to the removal of Aboriginal children from their mother long term. 
 
A facility as described above would support Aboriginal mothers with babies to take the first 
steps towards sustainable change in their lives without the trauma of family breakdown and 
separation. It would create a wrap-around support network for mother and child/ren. Instead 



of removing Aboriginal children, the approach is they are one unit together being supported 
and growing strong together as a family. 
Recommendation: Rehabilitation Service for Women and Children/ Mums and Bubs 
supportive program for Mums at risk 
 
 
Strategy 17 Improve Cultural Competence in Service Delivery 
 
The enormous impact of domestic and family violence in the Central Australia is 
overwhelming.  For many young aboriginal women and girls. Their early relationship 
experiences are characterised by coercive and controlling behaviour enforced with violence, 
non-sensual sex, fear and isolation. 
 
The Northern Territory has the highest rates of family and domestic violence in Australia. 
 
There has been an increase in Central Australia with women defendants. In some cases this 
results from the misidentification of women as the perpetrator when police approach a 
domestic and family violence incident.  
 
There has also been an increase of reciprocal domestic violence orders, which we submit can 
cause further re-victimisation of the women through the system. 
 
Police are first responders to incidents. It is vital that they assess matters using best practice 
policing practices and that their procedures in handling matters are of the highest 
standard.  When police members are called out to incidents of family violence, they need to 
recognise the difference between men’s and women's violence, and to be aware of 
intergenerational trauma that affects Aboriginal people. 
 
There should be on-going cultural training of police and other justice system officers that is 
delivered by Aboriginal people. 
 
Every strategy should also support the employment and/or training of Aboriginal people. 
 
Community courts should support Aboriginal employment and training. 
 
CAFVSAN supports the extension of health – justice partnerships to address the underlying 
health issues that can lead to offending.   These issues include FASD, hearing loss, acquired 
brain injuries (especially for people who have experience multiple assaults), and uncontrolled 
diabetes causing aggressive episodes.  Increased access needs to be provided for proper 
diagnosis of these problems and treatment.  This should occur in the community, at court and 
in prison. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Tully McIntyre, Secretariat 
Central Australian Family Violence  
& Sexual Assault Network 
 
Po Box 3219 
Alice Springs 0870 
cafvsan@wossca.org.au 
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